AN INNER CHAMBER OF YU-PIXG

"What I recall is meagre and destitute of point,
Nevertheless, it so chanced that some time ago
this person was proceeding along the further Stone
Path when an aged female mendicant, seated by
the wavside. besought his charity. Struck by her
destitute appearance he bestowed upon her a few
unserviceable broken cash, such as one retains
for the indigent, together with an appropriate
blessing, when the hag changed abruptly into the
appearance of a young and alluring maiden, who
smilingly extended to this one her staff, which had
meanwhile become a graceful branch of flowering
lotus. The manifestation was not sustained, how-
ever, for as he who is relating the incident would
hare received the proffered liower he found that
his hand was closing on the neck of an expectant
serpent, which held in its mouth an agate charm.
The damsel had likewise altered, imperceptibly
merging into the form of an overhanging fig-
tree, among whose roots the serpent twined itself.
When this person would have eaten one of the
ripe fruit of the tree he found that the skin was
filled with a bitter dust, whereupon he withdrew,
Convinced that no ultimate profit was likely to
result from the encounter. His departure was
accompanied by the sound of laughter, mocking
yet more melodious than a carillon of silver
gongs hung in a porcelain tower, which seemed
to proceed from the summer-seat domed with
red copper."

** Some omen doubtless lay within the meeting/

said the elder Chang.   " Had you but revealed the

happening fully on your return, capable geomancers

, might have been consulted.    In this matter you

have fallen short."
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